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in infants schools, with their complete
avoidance of formal instruction and their
nursery atmosphere, have proved their utility,
and are obviously capable of extension down-
wards. The home doubtless is the best place
for a cliild under school age, if there is a parent
able and willing to look after it, but it has been
more and more widelj7" realised that some
provision should be made for infants' whose
mothers go out to work or where the home or
the housing conditions are bad. Nursery
schools of various kinds have therefore begun
to spring up in various localities under various
conditions, and it has become clear that the
supply should be organised.

The position before the passing of this Act
was that the Board of Education had power
to make grants to nursery schools (and were in
various cases doing so) but local authorities
had no power to establish or maintain them.
All nursery schools therefore were of necessity
private institutions. Section 19 gives power
to the authority for elementary education
either to supply or to aid the supply by private
persons of nursery schools and classes. Grants
are not to be paid in future unless (1) the
school is open to inspection by the local
authority, and (2) the authority may appoint
at least a third of the Managers ; also the Board
before recognising a school are to consult the
authority. The connection between nursery
schools and the general scheme of public
education is thus secured. But there will be
no obligation to establish or aid nursery schools,
if the authority do not wish to do so, unless, of
course, the provision of such schools has been
included in an approved scheme.